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"Dear Herr Hitler, Love is the greatest thing in the world: so will you accept from me these (poems) that you may allow the young people of your nation to have them?" 

These gushing sentiments, dated to 1939, flowed from the pen of a Great British eugenicist, Marie Stopes, who is to feature as one of six female pioneers in a series of postage stamps named “Women of Distinction” on sale at the Post Office from 15th October.


Stopes was an anti-Semite who advocated the sterilisation of poor women to promote the welfare of “the Race”.  Her birth-control organisation -  the Society for Constructive Birth Control and Racial Progress -  established clinics first in poor areas of London to control the numbers of the poor.


She was highly qualified in racism and religious bigotry. In 1942, at the height of the Jewish Holocaust, she wrote in one poem: 

“Catholics and Prussians, The Jews and the Russians,
All are a curse, or something worse.” 

The others in the series, unfortunate enough to be grouped with this Nazi sympathizer’s 50p stamp, include the suffragette Millicent Garrett Fawcett (1st Class), and Elizabeth Garrett Anderson (48p), the first woman to qualify as a doctor.

Barbara Castle features on the 81p stamp for “equal pay” for women. She was a bit of a champagne socialist who visited Stalin’s Russia at the height of the purges and told us how wonderful everything was. On the 72p stamp appears Claudia Jones – another devotee of international Communism, civil rights campaigner and "negro affairs" editor of the Daily Worker. She established the Notting Hill Carnival. 
Eleanor Rathbone (56p) was one of the first women MPs, and was associated with the campaign to introduce Family Allowances, which developed into Child Benefit. 


Don’t expect the Bronte sisters, Florence Nightingale, the Pankhursts, Edith Cavell, Dorothy Hodgkin (Nobel Prize winner), or Sue Ryder…  This was evidently a list drawn up by the NuLabour chatterati of Haringey and Islington.
Marie Stopes was born 1880 in Scotland into the privileged class. After an outstanding degree in botany at University College London, she undertook research work at Ebbsfleet and in Japan, and became Lecturer in Paleobiology at UCL and at Manchester. She married Reginald Ruggles Gates in 1911, but the marriage was annulled in 1916 on grounds of non-consummation. 

In 1915 Stopes met the American birth control activist Margaret Sanger, who inspired her to begin crusading for sexual freedom and birth control.

She absorbed the eugenic racialist teachings of Francis Galton, cousin to Charles Darwin, expressed in her play, ‘Lace.’ She deplores the racial effect of the best men volunteering to fight in the war and being killed, while cowards stayed alive to have children. The play advocated unmarried ‘fine, clean strong men’, siring children, to preserve the best of the country's racial strain, before they went to fight.

The Nazi state took up this idea in 1939, urging “racial morality” on unmarried soldiers, with financial incentives for the unmarried mother. 

The attraction of plant fossils must have faded, for in 1918, as a 38-year old virgin, she published a sex manual entitled “Married Love.” 

Her sources were unusual, but the book would revolutionise the British public's attitude to contraception. She based her teachings on the theories of Edward Carpenter, Olive Schreiber and Havelock Ellis. Carpenter was a Marxist homosexual. Schreiber was a freethinker with a pantheist belief in ‘nature,’ who had rejected Christianity at 10 years of age and enjoyed masochism. 

Havelock Ellis was the pioneer of much modern anti-Christian teaching about sex, marriage and human relationships. He himself was an anti-Catholic pantheist, impotent, married to a lesbian and addicted to hallucinatory drugs. He proposed cutting any relief to the poor unless they were sterilised, and encouraging breeding by those able to produce superior children. Socialism would require the purification of the racial stock.

In 1918 Marie Stopes married Humphrey Verdon Roe. She became editor of the Birth Control Review. In 1919 she wrote to ask the National Birth Rate Commission to approve forced sterilisation of any who were “diseased, drunk or of bad character”
Her next book “Radiant Motherhood” (1920) deplored society allowing “the diseased, the racially negligent, the thriftless, the careless, the feeble-minded, the very lowest and worst members of the community to produce . . . stunted, warped and inferior infants.” 

The ‘better classes’, she wrote, should be freed from the burden of supporting prisons, hospitals and institutions, mostly filled by ‘inferior stock’. They would then be able to increase their own families. A few Acts of Parliament could achieve ‘a new and irradiated race.’ Bills should be passed ‘to ensure the sterility of the hopelessly rotten and racially diseased’. 
Stopes was no social progressive. She advocated the use of armed force to put down the 1921 Miners’ Strike. She bemoaned the abolition of child labour and the prolongation of education for the lower classes, at the expense of the rich who paid taxes.

She whinged about the “puny and utterly unsatisfactory” children of the poor: “Our race is weakened by an appallingly high percentage of unfit weaklings and diseased individuals.”

In March 1921 Stopes opened the UK's first family planning clinic, the Mothers' Clinic, in Holloway, North London. It offered a free service to married women and also gathered scientific data about contraception. In 1925 it moved to Central London, where it remains to this day. It played a major role in breaking down taboos about sexuality.

Gradually Stopes built up a small network of clinics. In 1975 they went into voluntary receivership and were taken over by Marie Stopes International (MSI) global partnership. This works in 38 countries, has 452 clinics worldwide and has offices in London, Brussels, Melbourne and USA. It serves about 5 million clients annually and is one of the world’s biggest abortion, sterilization and contraception suppliers. 

Marie Stopes meanwhile became interested in Theosophy and reincarnation. In 1925 she declared: “I am out for a much greater thing than birth-control. I am out to smash the tradition of organised Christianity.” 
She condemned blind people for having children, strongly disapproved of inter-racial marriages and praised the “pristine purity of a girl of our northern race.” Very Aryan.  In 1934 she publicly stated that all half-castes should be sterilised at birth. 

She was welcomed to Berlin in 1935 to the Nazi-sponsored International Congress for Population Science. The conference report states: “Marie Stopes demanded that scientifically trained minds examine the prerequisites for human conception and give directions for regulating them from the point of view of breeding up the human stock.” 

Here she could make common cause with Rudin, Ploetz and other Nazi architects of the Nuremburg laws, the euthanasia campaign against the handicapped, and ultimately, the Holocaust.
Terrified of being ‘swamped by hordes of Indians and Chinese’, she also campaigned fiercely to spread birth-control in India. 
Upper class herself, she failed to spread her superior genes widely. She had only one son, Harry. In 1947, personal tragedy struck. Harry fell in love and proposed to marry Mary Eyre Wallis, daughter of the scientist Barnes Wallis who devised the Dambusters’ bouncing bomb.

Mary Wallis however, was short-sighted. “She has an inherited disease of the eyes,” screeched Stopes, “which not only makes her wear hideous glasses so that it is horrid to look at her, but the awful curse will carry on and I have the horror of our line being so contaminated and little children with the misery of glasses ... Mary and Harry are quite callous about both the wrong to their children, the wrong to my family and the eugenic crime.”
Stopes insisted that Harry’s marriage would be “a crime against his country which increasingly needs fine and perfect people. . . Mary has an inherited physical defect and morally should never bear children . . . both his father's line and mine are free from all defect. It is awful to both my husband and me that he should contaminate his splendid inheritance and make a mock of our life's work for eugenic breeding and the race . . . it is cruel to burden children with defective sight and the handicap of goggles . . . I will not in any way take part in or condone the planning of these crimes”. 
When Harry went ahead with the marriage, “radiant mother” Marie Stopes cut him totally out of her will. He was fortunate he could marry. His mother had had him wearing a skirt up to the age of 11 at least. She did not believe “in the ugly and heating-in-the-wrong-places garments which most men are condemned to wear.” For the same reason she forbade him to ride a bicycle. 

She died in 1958, leaving most of her personal fortune to the Eugenics Society which had campaigned for the compulsory sterilisation of stocks with ‘bad hereditary and inferior capacity’

Basically, Marie Stopes is absolved from all her racism, pro-Nazism and eugenics because she was pro-abortion and pro-contraception. The Guardian had already elected her “Woman of the Millennium” in 1999, so what can you expect of the Post Office?

In the interests of sexual equality, when do we get the “Men of Distinction” series? Perhaps the Post Office will follow this commemorative issue with another on Great British Nazis – Oswald Mosley, Lord Haw-Haw, Edward Duke of Windsor ……
