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Journalists were left kicking sand on Jangwani Beach beside the Indian Ocean during much of the six days of the Anglican Primates’ top-security conference at the White Sands Hotel outside Dar Es Salaam in Tanzania.

The key points of debate were again the ordination of practising homosexual Gene Robinson in 2003 as Bishop of New Hampshire, and the authorization of same-sex blessings (like wedding services) in Episcopalian dioceses of the USA and Canada. 

The news blackout was almost complete until the release of the final communiqué from the 38 Primates on 19th February. At first sight this looked like another exercise in Anglican fudge. Had gay bishops and “same-sex weddings” escaped censure once again? No open schism between the Biblical African churches and the gay-friendly Episcopalians of North America? 

The Third World Anglican primates had threatened to break communion with the Episcopal Church of the USA (ECUSA), recently renamed The Episcopal Church (TEC)

At a meeting in September 2006, these Global South Anglican Primates, representing 70% of the active membership of the Communion, stated “the time has now come to take initial steps towards the formation of what will be recognized as a separate ecclesiastical structure of the Anglican Communion in the USA.”

The bishops of Rwanda, Singapore and Nigeria set up rival hierarchies in the USA to provide for Anglicans who are dismayed at the Episcopal Church’s abandonment of Biblical standards. The Convocation of Anglicans in North America (CANA) is linked to Nigeria. The Anglican Mission in America (AMiA) likewise is a missionary outreach from Rwanda and Singapore.
Many American Anglican congregations have de-registered from their local pro-gay bishops, and affiliated to CANA or AMiA, coming under the jurisdiction of these African or Asian primates. 

However some Episcopalian dioceses have retaliated by briefing lawyers to start legal action to seize the parish property and drive out the orthodox clergy and parishioners. A few dioceses have declared total independence from TEC.
So there is already schism within Anglicanism in the USA, between the liberal gay establishment on the one hand, and the traditional parishes on the other.

Could you imagine a parallel situation in Britain where priests and parishes, dissatisfied with their local diocesan policy on education, or distressed by liturgical chaos and the watering down of faith, sought oversight from a more orthodox bishop elsewhere in the UK, or from a sound Polish or Indian bishop? Tempting? Should Episcopal monopoly be broken in favour of a free market on doctrine?  Or is this a recipe for chaos?

Dar es Salaam did not exclude TEC from the Anglican Communion, but gave them seven months to prove that they have reversed their pro-homosexual agenda or face expulsion. By the end of September they must introduce a moratorium on consecrating homosexuals as bishops, and on blessing same-sex unions, satisfying the requirements of the 2004 Windsor Report -
Otherwise they may not be invited to the Lambeth Conference 2008, a certain sign that the 77 million strong Anglican communion is fractured.

Seven Anglican leaders boycotted the common Eucharist held in Zanzibar, to stress that they no longer consider themselves in communion with TEC and certain Canadian dioceses. They declined to “break bread” with Katharine Jefferts Schori, the pro-gay Presiding Bishop of TEC.

The boycotting primates - Archbishop Peter Akinola of Nigeria, Archbishop Chew of Singapore, the Archbishops of Kenya, West Africa, Uganda, the Southern Cone of the Americas, and Rwanda - posted a statement on the Church of Nigeria website:

“We each take the celebration of the Holy Eucharist very seriously. This deliberate action is a poignant reminder of the brokenness of the Anglican Communion. It makes clear that the torn fabric of the church has been torn further. It is a consequence of the decision taken by our provinces to declare that our relationship with the Episcopal Church is either broken or severely impaired.”

Significantly, the Dar es Salaam communiqué came down firmly on the side of traditionalist Anglicans who have joined the AMiA, CANA, and similar organizations. It vindicated the Third World archbishops who ordain missionary bishops for the USA, to provide an orthodox alternative to the liberal dominated TEC hierarchy.

The blame for these crossings over of congregations and clergy was laid at the feet of TEC. 
The 1998 Lambeth Conference had stated unequivocally that Christian teaching reserves sexual relations to within heterosexual marriage. 

Despite this, TEC tore the net in 2003, by ordaining a homosexually coupled bishop. They showed insufficient remorse for their action. They inflicted an intolerable burden upon the orthodox minority in the American Church, who need and merit support.  

Moreover TEC must now 'suspend all actions in law' with regard to property disputes, allowing the traditionalists to freely occupy their parishes. 

Post-Conference reactions have indicated more clearly what the future holds.

Three days afterwards the head of the Council of Anglican Provinces in Africa, Archbishop Peter Akinola of Nigeria, told journalists in Nairobi:
”We have given the Anglican Church an ultimatum to review the situation and by September we will know whether to continue together or apart.”  The Anglican Church in Africa will decide whether to secede depending on how Canterbury reacts to their ultimatum. 


The Nigerian Church has already altered its statutes so that communion with the See of Canterbury is no longer a defining test of what it is to be Anglican. 

Rowan Williams – the man with the impossible job - is well aware that the Church of England herself is deeply divided. Not a few gay vicars live with their male companions, and doubtless there exist lesbian versions of Dawn French too. Such are naturally willing to give unofficial church blessings to gay couples – behaviour which is anathema to the Africans. 
The Edinburgh chapter of the Scottish Episcopalian Church, for instance,  recently voted to perform gay marriage ceremonies. On the other hand, there are parishes which refuse to accept sacraments from their local gay-friendly bishops.

If the African Church breaks away -– English parishes may begin disaffiliating from their local bishops and join groups parallel to CANA or AMiA. 
The Africans are in no mood to entertain more talks about “listening to gays” and “discernment processes” from the North Americans.
When Presiding Bishop Schori returned to New York, she put a different spin on the Primates’ communiqué. 
She is convinced that her church is a trailblazer which the entire Anglican communion should eventually follow. Worldwide attitudes towards gays and lesbians are a-changing, she claims. “We’re being asked to pause in the journey. We are not being asked to go back,” she said. “Time and history are with this Church.” She wants gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people to be full and welcomed members of the church at all levels.
The “low point” of the Primates’ Meeting came, she said, when one primate said he couldn’t see why the Anglican Communion should study homosexuality if it doesn’t need to study murder.

She claimed, moreover, that gay clergy have asked her in the last six months “when, when” they will be able to fully offer their gifts to the church as bishops.  Join the queue?  “I have not been able to answer,” she replied. 

As to homosexual “marriage” blessings, many Episcopalian dioceses operate a “Don’t ask, don’t tell” policy. They have no official rite, but the unofficial ceremonies are widespread.

Mark Sisk, Bishop of New York, told Newsweek that TEC was unlikely to promise to exclude gay bishops in future.
"I am prepared to work quite hard to maintain connections in the communion," Sisk said, "but if it comes to having to choose between the communion and abandoning my gay and lesbian brothers and sisters — much as I value the Anglican community, I think they will be the losers."

Mark Pendleton, dean of Hartford cathedral, Connecticut, comments: "I can't see how the [American] bishops could accept an explicit ban on same-sex unions ….. We're not going to reverse ourselves as a national church, especially under pressure by foreign bishops."

"Yes, I would accept schism," said Bishop Steven Charleston, president of the Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge, Mass. "I would be willing to accept being told I'm not in communion with places like Nigeria if it meant I could continue to be in a position of justice and morality."

TEC may become a boutique church pursuing their own gay agenda isolated from any international body." But will the Church of England side with TEC or with the biblically conservative Africans? That is the question most relevant to us.
Will each locality have two or three different Anglican congregations, under different jurisdictions and not in communion with each other: professing any combinations of pro gay / no gay, pro-women priests / no women priests? 

Or will the pull of Establishment, historic buildings, good salaries and pension funds, again turn out to be the glue which holds together under the same C of E roof radically different doctrines: an internal rather than a visible schism? We live in interesting times. 
