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“Today, 23 June 2007, the Holy Father Benedict XVI received in Audience the Prime Minister of Her Britannic Majesty, the Hon Anthony Blair. Following this, [Mr Blair] paid a visit to Cardinal Tarcisio Bertone, Secretary of State, accompanied by His Excellency Mgr Dominique Mamberti, Secretary for Relations with States.

“In the course of the conversations some significant contributions of Prime Minster Blair, during his ten years of Government, were reviewed. There followed a frank exchange on the present international situation, not omitting to face particularly delicate questions such as the conflict in the Middle East and the future of the European Union following the Brussels summit. Finally, after an exchange of opinions on some laws recently approved by the Parliament of the United Kingdom, best wishes were conveyed to the Hon Anthony Blair who is about to relinquish the office of Prime Minister, considering the fact that he expressed his keen desire to commit himself in a particular way to peace in the Middle East and to inter-religious dialogue.


With Mr Blair’s visit to the Vatican, the secular media have been working themselves up into a mighty froth over his alleged forthcoming “conversion” to Catholicism, now he has stepped down as Prime Minister.


Many well-informed Catholics, however, do not seem so keen upon any hasty transfer by Mr Blair from the broad marshes of Anglicanism to the firmer rock of Catholicism. Phone calls and web blogsites reveal many Catholics’ profound unease at the prospect of Mr Blair’s conversion, given his voting record on pro-life issues in Parliament over the last ten years. 

Others openly assert that Mr Blair’s entry into full communion with the Catholic Church would be a scandal to the faithful, unless he were to forswear and atone for the support he has provided for abortion, embryo stem cell research, gay civil unions, gay adoption, “therapeutic” cloning, not to mention the war in Iraq. 

Even last Tuesday the Government closed its consultation on the Human Tissue and Embryology Bill, which proposes the manufacture of human-animal hybrids for research, mankeys and cowans? - and further destruction of embryos. 
Britain has legalized experiments on human beings which have been banned throughout the rest of Europe, where they are subject to long prison terms.

One imagines that the ex-Prime Minister has been under intense pressure from the atheistic liberal permissive wing of the Labour Party. Perhaps he has managed to rein in some of their even more damaging proposals? We do not know. Has he given in to some of their demands, to maintain his position, consummate politician that he is, while managing to block others?

One does not want to sound churlish or grudging at the possibility of Mr Blair’s conversion. To a considerable extent it is a matter for his own conscience. However, insofar as he is such a high profile personality, with a voting record on certain moral matters directly at odds with the Church’s teaching – it does concern all British Catholics.
We therefore do have a right to state our opinions, while not calling into question Mr Blair’s own sincerity in the matter. And he is assured of our prayers and good wishes, whichever road he takes.

On the other hand, his possible conversion is hardly a legitimate concern for the secular press, who often exhibit little understanding of and even less sympathy for the Catholic Church. For them the whole matter may be simply a curious religious titillation to intrigue their readers or rouse the secularists to increasingly acidic fulminations.


We would hope and pray that if Mr Blair became a Catholic, he would be a convinced, full Catholic, not a half-hearted cafeteria semi-Catholic, who merely picks and chooses from the doctrinal smorgasbord those teachings which suit his own personal palate, while leaving the rest of Catholic Truth upon the counter, untasted, unconsumed and unwanted. There is not much point in becoming a sham semi-Catholic of this ilk. The only person you deceive is yourself.


After all, at the ceremony of reception into full communion, a person has to declare publicly: “I  believe and profess all that the Holy Catholic Church believes, teaches and proclaims to be revealed by God.”


On this “Day for Life” Sunday, it is particularly appropriate to reflect upon Pope John Paul II’s Evangelium Vitae. Here the grave immorality of abortion and euthanasia is taught with the full mantle of infallibility as a solemn and defined part of the Church’s teaching, 


The immorality of all sexual relations outside of heterosexual marriage is similarly a part of the infallible ordinary magisterium. Scripture and Tradition teach it, as has every Catholic Catechism for twenty centuries. The fact that doctrines are hard to live up to, does not make them untrue.


These are seen as laws divinely revealed by the Fifth and Sixth Commandments - part of the universal Natural Law applicable to all human beings.

Now none of us should take it upon himself to raise the gate of entry into the Church too high – any higher than church law demands. We don’t usually list every church dogma to prospective converts and demand their signature. Provided there are no major issues of conscience, we trust that over time, the effect of God’s grace and the Sacraments, and life in a Catholic community, will enable an individual to resolve any remaining difficulties with the Faith.


Perhaps the encounter of Mr Blair with Pope Benedict was an example of “Anglican relativism meets Catholic moral absolutism.” This may be what lies behind the Vatican reports of a “frank exchange,” un confronto franco. In diplomacy this is a very strong expression meaning a forceful argument, if not quite a blazing row.
The Italian press agencies reported specifically that the Pope had criticised UK laws allowing greater stem cell research on human embryos, easy access to abortion, same-sex marriages, and adoption by gay couples. 

Pope Benedict is adamant that Catholic politicians cannot compartmentalise their faith, sealing it off in a watertight section separate from their political life. As a hundred thousand sermons have said, our faith has to influence the whole of our life, and not be hidden in a back closet.
So much as we might rejoice to see Mr Blair find peace for his own soul, and unity of faith with his wife and children, as a full member of Christ’s Catholic Church, we should beware of triumphalism and favouritism. The Church should be impartial, and not compromise on the truth for the sake of “bagging” a notable convert. Sycophancy and accommodation do not sit well upon a mitre or a biretta.

Of course, one of our difficulties is that many who claim to be Catholic do not at heart accept the Church’s teaching upon various ethical issues. 

Cherie Blair, for instance, once allowed herself to be photographed in front of a Planned Parenthood stand at a Labour conference brandishing a condom. 
This was at best a serious misjudgement. Planned Parenthood are the world’s biggest purveyors and disseminators of abortion and contraception propaganda, and bitter enemies of the Church.

It is easy to parody Mr Blair’s stance of “I don’t personally like abortion but I would defend a woman’s right to choose.” 
“Well, Dr Eichmann, I wouldn’t personally want to perform destructive genetic experiments on identical twins myself. I find that type of thing rather unpleasant. But not would I want to stand in the way of your freedom to do what you believe to be necessary in the pursuit of revolutionary new scientific knowledge…..

Just insert the word “embryo” in between “identical” and “twins”….. and you obtain precisely what the British Parliament has legalised – destructive experiments upon human embryos, which have been outlawed in most other European countries under threat of long prison terms.
So many disagreements come back to the fundamental issue: is the human embryo a human being with human rights?  Not too long ago, slaves were denied human rights too. One can imagine the argument:
“I wouldn’t care to be involved in the slave trade myself, but I can certainly understand that for the sake of a healthy British economy, we have to allow enterprising individuals their full economic freedom, and I would want to defend their right. We must allow the free play of market forces, if Britain is to retain her rightful place as a dynamic economy in the competitive world of 21st century commerce.”


As to his religious convictions, Mr Blair himself told The Times: “I don't want to talk about it. It's difficult with some of these things”.

“Things aren't always as resolved as they might be.”  He has a lot to come to terms with. Let us keep him in our prayers.
