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Equality is an unquestioned dogma of our age. Everyone is equal, or should be so. Our egalitarian age hates hierarchy. One man’s opinion is as good as another’s, at least in religious matters, if not in nuclear physics. It is politically incorrect to suggest that we are not all exactly equal.

Let me explain. Of course we are all equal in basic human rights, We are all immortal souls and mortal bodies. We are equal before the moral law of God. The same call to salvation comes to each one of us. We ought to be equal before the law of the land, although obviously we are not always.

Otherwise, however, we are splendidly and gloriously different, male or female, big or small, strong or weak. God loves variety in humanity as He does in nature. As St Therese of Lisieux noted, He is growing us like plants for His heavenly garden - some are like daisies, others like oak trees; some like roses, others, presumably, like Venus fly catchers. Let us rejoice in our differences, not hide them in embarrassment. Each person is unique, and therefore uniquely different from everybody else.

Unfortunately the all-pervasive media culture works to make us not different, but all the same. It erodes moral values, corrupts family life, fills the airwaves with trivia and reduces people to a grey, unthinking conformity with “public opinion”. We are made to feel odd if we refuse to conform to the behaviour of the majority. This makes life particularly difficult for Christians, because what passes for public opinion is often no more than the irreligious opinions of a decadent elite, chosen to sanction their own wayward lifestyle, and foisted upon the masses via the TV screen.

This is the preparation for hell, where the inhabitants will be all boringly similar in their prejudices, their godlessness and their subhumanity. The population of heaven, in contrast, will be amazingly and colourfully different, personalities fully matured and alive.

As big business and the politicians know, use the herd instinct well, and you can manipulate an entire society for your own power and profit. Teachers know how obstructive the herd instinct can be in their own classes. The 14-year olds on the back row may not be interested in learning, and they know very well how to bring everyone else down to their own level. Mock and victimise the pupil who is different, who excels in some academic subject, who plays a musical instrument, who serves on the altar, who has a Jamaican mother or a Polish father. Reduce everything to sameness and mediocrity. Destroy all excellence.

Our so-called pluralist society is very far from being genuinely pluralist. It tries to reduce all differences to a lowest common denominator. It glosses over racial and ethnic traditions. It ridecules religious convictions in favour of the atheistic secularism of the mass-media.

Jesus’ Parable of the Talents in today’s Gospel corroborates the view that human beings are differently gifted. The Jewish talent was a weight of gold or silver, but the message is the same. Whether we have been given 5 or 2 or 1 measure of natural and spiritual gifts, God expects us to do our best with what we have.

It is risky to pigeonhole Jesus’ teachings in a party political manner, but this parable does seem more “Tory” than “Socialist”.The emphasis is on individual responsibility and making the most of your abilities. The servants who receive 5 or 2 talents, trade with them and work hard, are rewarded. They are promoted in their Master’s hierarchy. However this is hardly an endorsement of modern Stock Exchanges and the world banking system.

It is the “wicked and lazy” servant who hides his one talent in the ground - because, he claims, he was afraid - who is “thrown into the outer darkness where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.”

Indeed our sins of omission may be far more numerous than our sins of commission. The Lord one day may point out to us all the good which He prompted us towards, and which we failed to do, rather than the peccadilloes and relatively minor personal faults which have headed up our Confession list for many years.

Whatever God’s gifts, we must try to use them fully fo Him.Any mother knows how different her children are from each other.One is naturally kind and even-tempered, another shy or hot-tempered. One may have high aptitude for music, or art, or languages, or mathematics. Others excel at athletics or handicrafts. Some have very few natural abilities. They are Nature’s losers, but no less beloved by God.

Modern psychology talks much about self-fulfilment, self-development, and meeting one’s needs. These are partial truths, but not the whole truth. It is when we develop our capacities in order to serve others, not for purely selfish gain, that we truly grow. We find genuine satisfaction and fulfilment in the knowledge that we have contributed something useful to society, to our family, to our parish, to God.

Modern psychology would not understand being flogged and crucified at 33 as very self-fulfilling. Hardly an ideal form of self-development. Nor is a 19-year old going over the top of the trenches on the Somme to meet a German bullet. it is in the notion of self-sacrifice that Christianity and much modern psychology are irreconcilable. “Greater love hath no man, than that he lay down his life for his friends.”

War is a hellish ploy of the Evil One. Yet in its midst one finds acts of great courage and comeradeship. The passions of war drive some men on to selfless heroism, others to demonic barbarism and cruelty. The Fatima messages of 1917 warned humanity that nations bring war upon their own heads, by their continuous refusal to repent and turn back to God.

This Remembrance Sunday, we again honour those who died to win freedom for their children and grandchildren. Let us not now cheaply abuse that freedom, for which they paid so dearly with their own blood.

