TO THE EDITOR, CATHOLIC TIMES, CREDO FOR 26TH DECEMBER 1999

A CHRISTMAS QUIZ   FR FRANCIS MARSDEN

SEASONAL SUBJECTS:

1. Which pagan feast of ancient Rome did Christmas replace?

2. What are the three different Masses called which the Roman Missal has for Christmas Day?

3. Who was the Roman emperor from 31 BC to 14 AD, who ordered censuses of Roman citizens in 28 BC, 8 BC and 14AD?

4. The village of Bethlehem stands by the River Tywi between Llandeilo and Llandovery in Dyfed. From there, “How far is it to Bethlehem?” (Palestine)

5. What traditionally were the names of the three Magi? 

6. What is the main square called in Bethlehem outside the Basilica of the Nativity?

7. Which three Christian churches have a share in this Basilica?

8 Why did the Persian invaders of 614 AD decide not to destroy the Basilica?

MULTIPLE CHOICE

9 The name Bethlehem means (a) city of peace  (b) house of bread  (c) the moon god  (d) God gives.

10 Incense is (a) a mineral dug out of quarries  (b) a resin obtained from trees  (c) a perfume from the wild musk  (d) an extract from camel bones

11 A member of your family is seriously ill in hospital. You should ask the hospital chaplain to give them (a) a sermon   (b) extreme unction   (c) general absolution  (d) the Anointing of the Sick  (e) Viaticum.

12 Part of a Dean’s task is to  (a) hear the confessions of the priests in his deanery  (b)  take part in electing a new bishop  (c) punish the local clergy  (d)  inspect the maintenance of churches in his deanery  (e) attend the meetings of the diocesan Trustees.

13 The obligation to do Friday penance is satisfied by  (a) eating sausages and giving £5 to CAFOD  (b)  eating smoked salmon instead of sausages  (c) not watching TV and paying a visit to the Blessed Sacrament  (d)  Visiting an elderly relative to persuade them to lend you money  (e) dieting and putting the money towards your holidays.

14  The Church condemns IVF because  (a) theologians disagree with science  (b)  it works in only 15% of cases  (c) the child becomes a product of technology, not the fruit of love  (d) embryos are poured down the sink (e) sperm banks are immoral.

15 You are allowed to receive Holy Communion regularly in the Catholic Church if you (a) are a Freemason  (b) hold seances in your flat every Friday  (c) are divorced and live with your children  (d) work in an abortion clinic  (e) are Anglican married to a Catholic spouse.

16 Driving to an urgent appointment, you find yourself stuck behind a funeral cortege. You should (a) sound your horn  (b) say a prayer for the deceased  (c) Overtake rapidly while making the Sign of the Cross  (d) Find a diversionary route  (e) try to contact the vicar on your mobile.

17 Shortly after a person’s death  (a) the soul goes to purgatory  (b) the devil and the guardian angel fight for the soul  (c)  God judges the soul  (d) the soul leaves the body and wanders round on the earth (e) the soul enters heaven.

Which of the following is an Encyclical of Pope John Paul II?

(a) Dormiens in synodo   (b) Miłość i Odpowiedziałność   (c) Evangelium Vitae   (d)  Cum inerrabili taedio    (e)  Per ardua ad astra

18 Name the saints associated with these shrines and churches

 
(a)  Holywell    (b) Whitby     (c) Abingdon    (d)  Crediton    (e) Clonmacnoise    (f) Armagh     (g)  Dunfermline    (h)  Glendalough    (i)  Lindisfarne    (j)  Aylsford     (k)   Chelsea   (l) Stafford    (m) Worcester

20.  Who in the New Testament said?

(a) Give me a drink!

(b) No, we were never even told there was such a thing as a Holy Spirit.
(c) You too were with Jesus, the man from Nazareth.
(d) My name is legion, for there are many of us.
(e) It is John whose head I cut off; he has risen from the dead.
(f) Allow us to sit one at your right hand, the other at your left in your glory.
(g) Son of David have pity on me!
(h) Even if all lose faith, I will not.
(i) What is truth?

(j) Zechariah, do not be afraid, your prayer has been heard.

(k) Sir, I have no one to put me in the pool when the water is disturbed.

(l) Is that the way to answer the High Priest?

(m)  Hebrews are they? So am I! Descendants of Abraham? So am I!

21.  Choose the odd one out:

(a) Micah, Isaiah, David, Hosea, Daniel

(b) Barnabas, Bartholemew, Nathaniel, Judas Iscariot, Thaddeus

(c) Manasseh, Reuben, Benjamin, Levi, Edom

(d) Hermon, Carmel, Sinai, Jordan, Zion

(e) Matthew, John, Jude, Peter, Andrew

(f) Linus, Cletus, Clement, Innocent, Sixtus

(g) Catherine of Siena, John Damascene, Teresa of Lisieux, Bernard, Francis of Assisi

(h) Augustine of Hippo, Alban, Thomas Becket, John Fisher, Laurence

(i) Martini, Quinn, Gantin, Glemp, Arinze

(j) Mindszenty, Stepinac, Kondrusziewicz, Wyszynsky, Slipyj

(k) Lourdes, Compostela, Banneux, Akita, Walsingham

(l) Elgar, Bach, Mozart, Vivaldi, Palestrina 

(m) Liverpool, Wrexham, Cambridge, Edinburgh, Nottingham 
(n) Perjury, adultery, sodomy, gambling, genocide
(o) Patience, justice, fortitude, moderation, prudence
(p) Confession, Anointing, Exorcism, Baptism, Ordination
(q) Mattins, Akathist, Rosary, Novena, Acolyte
(r) Dean, Parish Priest, Vicar General, Assistant priest, Monsignor
(s)  Tudwal, Gildas, Maughold, Illtud, David

(t)   Chrism, white garment, Sign of the cross, laying on of hands, Paschal Candle, Christian name.  

(u) Nero, Elizabeth Tudor, Mao-tse-Tung, Stalin, Saddam Hussein

(v) Clare, Francis Xavier, Ignatius Loyola, John Bosco, Dominic

21.  Know your Catholic authors:  Who wrote:

(a) The Wreck of the Deutschland

(b) The City of God

(c) The Name of the Rose

(d) The Power and the Glory

(e) Not the Whole Truth

(f) A History of the English Church and People

(g) Lepanto

(h) The Hound of Heaven

(i) Brideshead Revisited

(j) Utopia

(k) The Dream of Gerontius

(l) Mit brennender Sorge

22. Identify the carols from which these lines come:

(a) “Snow on snow”

(b) Children come to the Children’s King

(c) Field and fountain, moor and mountain

(d) Thine own from Satan’s tyranny

(e) That glorious song of old

(f) Where meek souls will receive him still

(g) Very God

ANSWERS:
1. Saturnalia

2. Midnight, Dawn and Day Masses

3. Caesar Augustus

4. Approx 2440 miles as the El Al flies

5. Melchior, Balthasar and Kaspar

6. Manger Square

7. Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox and Armenian

8. Because they saw a mosaic of the magi in Persian dress.

9. (b)

10. (b)

11. (d)

12. (d)

13. (a) or (c)

14. (c)

15. (c)

16. (b) or (d)

17. (c)

18. (c)

19. (a) St Winefride  (b)  St Hilda  (c)  St Edmund  (d) St Boniface  (e) St Ciaran (Kieran)  (f) St Patrick or St Oliver Plunket  (g) St Margaret of Scotland  (h)  St Kevin  (i) St Aidan or St Cuthbert  (j) St Simon Stock

(k) St Thomas More  (l) St Bettelin  (m) St Wulfstan

20. (a)  Jesus  (b)  John the Baptist’s disciples at Ephesus  (c) The maid in the High Priest’s courtyard (to Peter)  (d) The demons in the Gerasene demoniac  (e)  Herod  (f)  James and John, sons of Zebedee  (g)  The blind man of Jericho  (h)  Peter  (i) Pilate  (j) Archangel Gabriel  (k) the 38-year cripple at the Pool of Bethzatha  (l) one of the High Priest’s guards  (m) Paul

21. (a) David is not an OT book 

(b) Barnabas was not one of the Twelve Apostles

(c) Edom was not one of the twelve tribes of Israel

(d) Jordan is a river, not a mountain

(e) Andrew did not give his name to a book of the New Testament

(f) Innocent is a Pope, but not mentioned in Eucharistic Prayer I

(g) Francis of Assisi is not a Doctor of the Church

(h) Augustine was not a martyr

(i) Quinn is not a Cardinal

(j) Kondrusziewicz is present Apostolic Administrator of Moscow – the others were all Cardinals persecuted by the communists.

(k) Compostela is a shrine of St James, not of Our Lady

(l) Bach was Lutheran, not Catholic

(m) Cambridge has no Catholic cathedral.

(n) Gambling is not an intrinsically evil act.

(o) Patience is not a cardinal virtue

(p) Exorcism is not a sacrament

(q) Acolyte is not a prayer

(r) Monsignor is a personal title, not an office

(s) Maughold was not Welsh, but Manx

(t) Laying on of hands has no part in the child’s baptism service.

(u) Saddam Hussein is not a persecutor of the Church

(v) Francis Xavier did not found a religious order.

22. (a) Gerard Manley Hopkins

(b) St Augustine

(c) Umberto Eco

(d) Graham Greene

(e) John Cardinal Heenan

(f) St Bede

(g) G.K.Chesterton

(h) Francis Thompson

(i) Evelyn Waugh

(j) St Thomas More

(k) Cardinal Newman

(l) Pius XI (encyclical condemning Nazism)

23. (a)  In the deep midwinter

(b) Come, come, come to the manger

(c) We Three Kings

(d) O come, O come Emmanuel

(e) It came upon the midnight clear

(f) O little town of Bethlehem

(g) Adeste fideles

