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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

TO MR KEVIN FLAHERTY, EDITOR, CATHOLIC TIMES

CREDO BY FR FRANCIS MARSDEN.


How could you most effectively destroy the reputation and the credibility of the Catholic Church?


“A vast number of Catholic clerics have been tried for sexual crimes . . . It is not a matter of regrettable individual lapses, but of a general corruption of morals such as the history of civilisation has scarcely ever known . . . No other class of society has ever come to shelter such depravity . . . In our civilised world no other class of society has contrived to practise immorality and indulge in filth on a scale resembling that achieved by the [ ….] clergy in all its ranks . . . We cannot possibly impose legal sanctions on unnatural vice and at the same time allow thousands upon thousands of priests and brothers of religious orders to escape scot-free . . . A very large number of these priests and religious work in the confessional . . . There is no doubt that even the thousands of cases which have come to light represent but a small fraction of the total moral corruption.”


Perhaps you can place this passage. A Guardian columnist expounding the latest child abuse scandals in the Catholic Church? A BBC documentary revelling in clerical misdeeds? The 7.10 am  Sunday programme on Radio 4? The Irish Times on the scandals in the Diocese of Ferns or Boston USA? No, perhaps a little over the top even for these august organs of enlightened opinion.


Two days after the first passage was heard, the following appeared: 

“In the solid mass of “regrettable individual lapses”, in the over-tolerant attitude of clerical superiors, and in the lying propaganda of this international body under the guidance of Roman and Vatican laws, we perceive symptoms of a disease leading to the complete internal decay of an institution which, up to now, has not achieved its aims among us and never shall.”
  

The first passage is in fact sixty-five years old. It was part of a radio address broadcast by the Minister of Propaganda of the German Third Reich, one Dr Goebbels, on May 28th 1937. 

The second paragraph is neither from Channel 4 nor an editorial from the Independent. It is an excerpt from a leading article in the Nazi paper Völkischer Beobachter, (the People’s Observer) of 30th May 1937.

The Nazis had taken a leaf from the book of the Russian communists, who were adept at persecuting and destroying the Church. A relatively tiny number of cases of sexual misconduct involving Catholic priests, religious and theological students were magnified by the press to give the impression that the abuse of minors and the corruption of teenagers was rife in clerical circles. Hence they hoped to destroy the Church’s influence over the young and her role in education.

After the Papal Encyclical of Pius XI on March 14th 1937, Mit brennender Sorge, which attacked Nazism, its racist theories and its idolatry of the State, these Nazi attacks against the Church were racked up to fever pitch. Real or alleged criminals were kept for years in cold storage, to be brought forward when it best served the interest of the Nazi Party.


The true statistics constituted only a tiny fraction of what Dr Goebbel’s propaganda alleged.

“We have asked all German bishops to send in exact statistics of priests and members of [religious] Congregations who have become involved in “immorality” trials (Sittlichkeitprozessen). Of the Congregations, representing some 100,000 men and women, exact figures are not yet forthcoming. With reference to priests, however, we can state that of the 21,461 secular priests in Germany, 49 have been involved in these trials. Of these 21 have been convicted, 28 still await judgement. Of 4174 priests belonging to religious orders, 9 have been charged, one convicted. The rest are still on trial. Out of a total, therefore, of 25,634 priests, 58 cases have arisen, accounting for about 1 priest in every 500. (L’Osservatore Romano, June 9th 1937)


Just as in Britain today, 26 priests out of about 5000 have been convicted for the sexual molestation of children, but our secular media give the impression that every priest is a potential paedophile. Moreover, they pay relatively little attention to the 110,000 other men who have been convicted of offences against children in the United Kingdom. 

Ironically enough, the same was true in Nazi Germany. There were many sexual scandals among the Hitler Youth. However, when convictions were reported, it was seldom mentioned that the guilty individual was a leader in the Hitler Youth.

“Our ideological conquest of the conceptions of sin and penance, the destruction of the teaching authority once wielded by priests, and the renewal of a healthy joy in living, have acted for some as signals inviting them to lay aside so-called ‘outworn morality’” (Nazi editor, Kaufmann, 1938)

The number of juveniles convicted of immoral practices almost quadrupled from 619 in 1932 (the year before Hitler’s rise to power) to 2374 in 1937. Convictions for “unnatural vice” rose eightfold from 1934 to 1937. Most of this was hushed up for the sake of “the honour of the Party.”

One would similarly like to be told how many British journalists, TV workers and media gurus resort to prostitutes and rent-boys, or do cocaine, and how many have been convicted of sexual offences against children. The data is remarkably unforthcoming.

Whereas, just as Archbishop Gröber of Freiburg noted in 1937 with respect to the Church: 

“Whatever is good is passed over, while all that is evil is shouted and broadcast throughout the country. In the end, even the most susceptible hearers become bored and need an ever greater display and exaggeration at the expense of the truth . . . Whenever a priest or religious fails in his duty the fact is elaborated with full deliberation, and whatever defence may be offered receives either practically no publicity at all or some contemptuous notice.”  
The Catholic Bishop of Berlin, Count Konrad von Preysing, wrote the following about press attacks on the Catholic Faith in 1936. It is equally applicable today.

“Any careful reader of daily and weekly newspapers, who studies their contents and line of attack, will discover that they are filled with scandals . . . and tendentiously report trivialities drawn from every possible source and every period of history. The whole aim is to be sensational, to present the opponent as ridiculous and his activities as despicable. Pictures and caricatures seek to make past events live again.” 

Austria at that time had not yet been annexed to the Reich. This is how the Vienna Reichspost reported on the German situation on 15th May 1937:

“A systematic poisoning of public opinion, a deliberate incitement of the people and especially of the young has become a positive epidemic, the violence of which can scarcely be conceived in foreign countries. The malice which underlies this campaign manifests itself in the fact that not only radio and the press are fully mobilised to broadcast the existence of cases against the clergy, but the very style of accounts is manipulated in a diabolical way so as to generalise individual cases. In one paper, for example, which has a circulation of almost half a million, parents were solemnly warned against entrusting their children to institutions in which “thousands” of sexual criminals were “let loose” on the children. Church magazines . . . may not correct these falsehoods . . priests who use the pulpit for that purpose are either sent away or forbidden to preach.” 

You recognise the similarity. The same dark powers which hate Christ and His Church, which manifested themselves in the Nazi and Communist persecutions, are active in Britain today. 

It has to be admitted with shame that certain US dioceses have been hotbeds of  homosexuality and remarkably tolerant of paedophile clergy. Of course, like anyone else, priests can be corrupted by the moral decadence of society at large. A laxist approach to moral theology has encouraged this process.

If our media were dealing with the Twelve Apostles, they would spend many column inches on Judas and his treachery, whilst hardly mentioning the good "Eleven," the ones whom Jesus has chosen who remain faithful, who live lives of quiet holiness. We, the Church, must keep these terrible scandals in their true perspective.

St. Francis de Sales had wise words concerning the scandals caused by some priests during the 1600s.

He said, "Those who commit these types of scandals are guilty of the spiritual equivalent of murder," destroying other people's faith in God by their terrible example. Then he warned his listeners, "But I'm here among you to prevent something far worse for you. While those who give scandal are guilty of the spiritual equivalent of murder, those who take scandal -- who allow scandals to destroy their faith -- are guilty of spiritual suicide."  They are guilty of cutting off their life with Christ, abandoning the source of life in the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist.

