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The devil sows his lies in the wheatfield of the Church. He mixes up his own diabolical seed, a counterfeit of the true seed of God, to deceive those who are prone to be led astray.


So teaches today’s gospel of the wheat and the tares (Matt. 13:24-30).  The Son of Man sowed good seed in the field of the world, but “while men slept” – that is, while the leaders and teachers of the church are inattentive – the enemy comes by night and sows darnel to ruin the crop.


The poisonous weeds grow, and the servants (the angels of God) are astonished, because they know the Master sowed good seed, yet they see wicked and impious folk living among good people. “An enemy has done this”, explains the Master.

“The darnel are the offspring of the evil one. They bear his mark because they behave the way he does: they are seeds of his sowing, and his children by adoption.” (Gregory Palamas)

The parable reminds us that the Church is a corpus permixtum, a mixed bag of good Christians and evil Christians. Although it is no cause for complacency when we hear stories of clerical paedophilia, or “Catholic” politicians who vote for abortion, or “Catholic” dictators committing mass murder, we can understand that “an enemy hath done this.” The devil has warped their understanding and seduced their souls. Such people badly need our prayers.

The parable describes God’s forbearance in this world. “Thou who art sovereign in strength dost judge with mildness, and with great forbearance thou dost govern us.”(Wis 12:18)

When his servants ask if they should root out the darnel, the master replies: “No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers: Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”

Jesus later explains the parable: “The harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age.”


Divine forbearance and our chance to repent lasts only until the moment of death. Then comes the judgement. 


“The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.”

“Those therefore who wish to be saved from eternal punishment and to inherit the everlasting kingdom of God must be not darnel but wheat. They must avoid saying or doing anything evil or useless, and practice the opposite virtues, thus bringing forth the fruits of repentance. In this way they will become worthy of the heavenly granary…..” (Palamas)

British society today is very much one of “believing but not belonging.” 70% of the population claimed to be Christian in the 2001 census, but only 10% attend any church each Sunday.


Many half-truths of darnel have been insinuated into people’s understanding of Christianity, to keep them away from the life-giving Sacraments of Christ. For example:

You don’t need to go to Church to be a Christian. Well how do you keep holy the Sabbath day, then? 

I can pray better on my own. I feel closer to God on the hills / beach / golf course. But (a) Do you actually pray there? (b) How do you “Do this in memory of me,” as Jesus commanded us at the Last Supper? “Do not stay away from the meetings of the community, as some do, but encourage each other to go; the more so as you see the Day drawing near.” (Heb. 10:25)

I believe in God, I read my Bible, but I don’t want anything to do with the Church. "He who does not have the church as his mother does not have God as his Father." (St Augustine) “The Church is the pillar and foundation of the truth,”(1 Tim 3:15) not the Bible alone. There is no such thing as a private Christian: Christ saves us as members of a community, not as independent individuals.

Those who go to church are all hypocrites – Well, since you think you are better than them, there’s always room for one more.

There are many different religions. They are all headed to the same place. They're just taking different routes. All paths are the same, all paths lead to God; all religions are but aspects of one Reality.

This idea comes from New Ages source, yoga and Hinduism. While most religions grasp aspects of divine truth, they are also admixed with errors. Jesus makes the exclusive claim “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life; no man comes to the Father except through Me.” Islam makes contradictory claims for the Qu’ran.


In the interests of peaceful co-existence, the Government and the BBC encourage the lie that all religions are equally valid (or invalid). This however is to deny the nature of ultimate Truth. A better allegory is the following:

Standing on the edge of a thousand-foot cliff were five people, each of them with his different beliefs. The first stated confidently, "I believe that if I jump off this cliff I will float to the bottom." The second boasted, "I believe that if I jump off this cliff I will be caught by angels just before I reach the rocks below." The third asserted, "I believe that if I jump off this cliff a bird will snatch me up with his talons and fly me to the bottom on his wings. The fourth said, "I believe that if I jump off this cliff I will land on the rocks below, but they will not hurt me." Finally, the fifth person said, "I believe that if I jump off this cliff my parachute will save me and that rest of you will die unless you wear a parachute." 

The first four were horrified. They couldn't believe their ears. They said, "Look, we’re all going to land safely. How dare you tell us that your way is better than our ways! We can all choose our own way. The most important thing here is unity - that we all accept each other's beliefs." The fifth person continued to disagree, offering parachutes to the other four. The other four refused.

Finally, they all jumped off the cliff simultaneously. One of them could be seen floating safely above the rocks below his parachute. The other four plummeted straight to the bottom and were killed instantly."

The parachute represents Jesus who is present in the Sacraments and Scriptures of the Catholic Church.

“There’s only one God and we’re all going to the same place.” That is certainly true. We are all going to appear before the judgement throne of Almighty God. It’s where He sends us after that which worries me.  

We're all going to the same place in the end, and that's six feet underground. Until then, I'm going to keep living life the way I want to. ... You will end up much further down than only six feet underground, my friend.

God loves everyone: God forgives everyone  [subtext: so I can do whatever I like]   True, God sent His only Son to die for our sins and save us. But His love is always a challenging love. God is all-holy and no human sinfulness can exist in His Presence. He is intolerant of human sin, hence the vital significance of Christ’s sufferings. “Jesus loves us even in our sins, but He loves us too much to leave us in them.”

Religion is a form of escapism, a crutch for those who can’t cope with life.
Actually, it’s unbelief which is more often a form of escapism – preferring oblivion to facing responsibility for our actions. Like Radovan Karadzic avoiding the UN and the Hague International Court.


Several comforting phrases which are used after a bereavement are not necessarily true. They may encourage presumption. We must leave the judgement to God alone:

“At least he’s out of his suffering now.” We hope so, but it depends on what sort of life he lived. Please God he is not in hell, but if he is in purgatory, we pray that his suffering may soon be ended.

“They’re at peace now.” This is what we are praying for, that they may find peace with God. There is great peace in purgatory and in heaven, but in hell there is none.

“She’s gone to heaven.” We hope at least that she is on the way there. Again we pray to help her through her purification, which depends upon what sort of life she led and on the divine judgement.


Some kindly correction would not go amiss!

